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loose thinking, the hazy perception of truth, which
characterise the majority of even the educated portion
of mankind, might be traced back to the absence of
any definite impressions made in childhood in connec-
tion with the instructions given to them Outside
the schoolroom they acquire definite impressions, but
they are acquired at random, and may be wholly
wanting in accuracy"

The writers on the Kindergarten, and on object-
teaching in connection with elementary drawing, have
hit on a great truth in their endeavour to teach
children to form definite impressions. But I doubt
if any of them, or any one living, knows how inde-
finite all our memories of objects are compared to
what they might be. Object-teaching causes children
to learn the appearance, names, and qualities of things
"And many persons/' says Mrs. HORACE MAM,
"object to it because it is playing with things, and
Jhe opposite of study." The cultivation of eye-
memory must, however, be admitted by the greatest
enemy to all new ideas in education to combine all
the discipline of intense study with all that is useful
HI object-teaching. It is the very opposite to any-
thing like loose thinking or vagueness. It calls for
the closest observation and the greatest exercise of
the memory conceivable. Therefore it is good dis-
cipline for the mind, therefore it should be a
legitimate branch of education. But be it observed
that this practice of the visual memory, while re-
quiring intense application and much practice, is not
disagreeable in the sense in which much study is
disagreeable. In fact it cannot be pursued with
jprofit an instant after it becomes wearying. As soon